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Does Matthew 24 teach a rapture prior to the second coming of Christ? Many
Christians who read this gection beliave 1t does. They base such belief on
Jezsus' words in verses $0=idl

"Two men will be in the fieid; one wili be taken and the cther

left, Two women will be grinding with a hand milbl; one will ba

taken and the sther left.®

Suraly, Lutherans understand that Seristurs does tesach a “raptura, ™ This
teaching 13 based on the solid tastimony of scripture. Howsver, the real
point a2t issw=s is the TIMING of the rapture--HOT whather or not it will
happea:  St. Faul In I Thess. 4: 17 describes this being "cavsht up in the
air" as happaning at thz sounding of the Final Trumpet on the [ast Day.
In spite of such clzar teaching of Scripture, however, many Christians
prasumz that there will be apother (or other) rapturéls) prior to the Last
Day. Mter, they balizve that such raplure will occur befors ths Great
Tribulation and/er prezceding the Mildeoium (1600 year raign af Christ on
garthi. Teo support their wvisw these Christianz, vho are kaswn =g "Pre-
millenfalists, " misuse Jesus' words in Matthew 24: 40-41.  In order to
clarify this issue, all we need do is to look at and wnderstand Jesus!'
message In Matthaw 24

In looking at Matthew 24, one readily notes that in Ehis passage JFezuz is
prophesying regarding the end of the world Chapter 24:1-14 is ¢ f
summary of this teaching. In varses [5-28, Jesus comments on the
by beginping with the word, "So, " and describes in greater defail
timse. VWerses 26-31 ars an even further amplification of Jesus'
the end including detall previpusly not given in this chaptar

remarkable of thess details §s the dascription of His coming "in gl

Jesus pauyses from this dazcription of the end by using & simpis
'

illustration that of a fig tree {vv. 32-35). This iz Jesus' way of havieg
Hiz hearers “"get a handla" on what Ha had previocusly bsen ssving in much

the came wal' & pastor will use an illusiraticon in a secmon.

In 24:36Ef, Teszus describes in & more dstailed way on= of tha dizciples!
greatest concerns, namely, the time snd tha day of His coming. Thoush Hz
does not discleze the precise date, Hs dods describe various situations
which will indicats the nearness of His ceming fvv. 37-39). This portion of
His discourse ends,
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"It is hecause of these two possible fates that Jesus warns His disciples,

“Therefore keep watch" (v. 423. Such warning, like that of Peter (II Peter
"30 110, is given so that God's people will not be found unprepared for His
coming (ML, 24:432) and be "lefi®™ for destruction. Rather, it is Christ's

intentien that His saints be found ready at the fime of the last Trumpet
so that they will, wifh all the saints, will be "taken" to meet Christi in
the air

Does ;aufhew 24 teach =n additional rapture other than that which cccurs at
the end of ilme? Certat nly not!  What greater authority do we need--or
could we have-—than the Zon of Man who not only presenis us with such clear

teaching on the rapture but who will Himself appear at the Last Day! Even
s¢, come, Lord Jesus!
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